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with the same ceremonies that we saw used to purify the
bigger altar in the Praya&ittct Homa, but now an earthen
pot is brought and placed to the north of the small altar.
This pot is divided1 into two by an interior barrier made
of unbaked dough, water being placed in one division of
the pot and milk in another. Some more unbaked dough
is taken and put on the fire to bake till it is partially
cooked, and some rice, milk, and sugar are also put in a
smaller pot on the fire to cook.

When the rice is cooked, the god Rudra is invoked and
invited to come and live in the fire, and the rice is thrown
into the fire in handfuls eleven times as an offering to him.

Pusan, the toothless god,2 a form of one of the twelve suns,
is invoked and invited to take up his abode in the fire, and
half of the partially cooked dough is soaked in clarified
butter and given to him, whilst the rest of the dough and any-
thing that is left of the rice is offered to the fire itself as
Agni.

This done, the two calves are led round the fire four times,
or else the bundles of grass representing them are carried
round it four times. The animals are then placed so as to face
the eastj and their tails are held together. The ends of their
tails are next dipped into a shallow dish filled with water,
and whilst this is being done3 mantras are recited, praying
that the preta may be raised from his present state to a
higher one.

The male calf is now untied and turned loose in the jungle,
but before he goes, the divided pot (in which the milk
represented the water of the Ganges and the water the river
Jamna) is given to him to drink from, and green grass is
given him to eat, and he is asked to help the preta in crossing
the river VaitaranI, and also to be a witness at the court

1  This, like all similar divisions, is called
2  It will be remembered that Pusan was the mannerless god who
laughed when the goddess Satl threw herself into the fire to avenge the
insult done to her husband, and it was for this reason that Siva knocked
his teeth out.